
Saint Joseph
Roman Catholic Church 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time ~ September 13, 2026 
 

PASTOR: 
 Rev. Christian G. Scalo

 
 PAROCHIAL VICAR: 

Rev. John Z. Radwan 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

 
Parish Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 am-2:00 pm. PLEASE TELEPHONE FIRST (201-261-0148) 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession: Saturday,

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Baptism 
Contact the Parish Office 

Marriage 

Arrangements should be made
with a priest at least 
one year in advance. 

  Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 
10:30 am, 12 noon

DAILY 
Monday - Saturday 

8:30 am 

HOLY DAYS 
as announced

 

 Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays, immediately

following the 8:30 AM Mass 

DEACON: 
George Montalvo 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Wednesday of Month

9 am - 4:15 pm in MC 

For More Information
About: 

 Homebound/Hospital Visits 

Order of Christian Initiation 
of Adults / OCIA 
Parish Registration 

Please Contact Parish Office 

Oradell/New Milford, NJ

Office 
Parish Office 

Religious Education 
Saint Joseph School 
the Greenhouse PreK 
 
Youth Ministry 

Location 

105 Harrison St., New Milford

105 Harrison St., New Milford

305 Elm St., Oradell 
 

Meets in the PLC 

 Phone 

201-261-0148 office@sjcnj.org

201-261-1144 religioused@sjcnj.org

201-261-2388 office@sjsusa.org 

 Email/Fax Website
sjcnj.org
sjcnjre.org
sjsusa.org 
 

sjcnj.org 
 
201-261-0148 

 
youthministry@sjcnj.org 

Your paragraph text
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Saturday
5:00 pm

Sunday	
7:30 am 
9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm 

Monday
8:30 am
 
Tuesday
8:30 am

Wednesday
8:30 am 

Thursday
8:30 am 

Friday	
8:30 am 

Saturday
8:30 am 
5:00 pm
 

Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am
10:30 am 
12:00 pm 

 
Let us	remember	all	those	who	are	ill:	

Ed Grube, Bill Schmalz, Baby Miles McQuaid, 
Mary Vazquez, Patrick Valentino, Barbara Gillen, 

Baby Holly Natalizio, Teddy Favret (child), 
Roger Polefko, Ivana Joy Kunc, Ruth Ann Harnek, 
Fr. Anthony Di Stefano,  Evelyn Mendoza-Sarabia,

Annette Linder, Kristen Majersky, Cian Dankin
Names of individuals added to this list will be read aloud at Mass for
two consecutive weeks and then listed here for three months.  If you

would like to add a person here again, please contact the parish office.
Names should only be submitted with the permission of the individual

who is sick. 	

September 12, 2026 
Joseph E. Vincent 
     3  Birthday in Heaven   rd

September 13, 2026 
People of the Parish
Elizabeth Belthoff    
Michael A. Rabbia, Sr.
Timothy Smith 

September 14, 2026 
Eusebio Verano     

September 15, 2026 
John C. Zack, Jr.    

September 16, 2026 
Marie Von Urff   

September 17, 2026 
Lee Ann Powner    

September 18, 2026 
Jennifer Hamersky   

September 19, 2026 
Rita Gallagher  
Deceased Members of the
     Brienza and Cella Families 

September 20, 2026 
People of the Parish
Thomas and Eloise Logio 
Elizabeth Belthoff  
Timothy Smith 

Let us remember all those who have died.
 

Let us remember those serving in our military:
Capt. Harry Aquino USAF, 2LT Michael Kirwan USAF

Chaplain (Capt.) Father AJ De Silva USAR, 
C W O 2 Brian P. McCarthy USMC, 
Capt. Christopher Bascomb, USAR, 

LCpl Joseph Rabanal, USMCR, 
SGT. Jason Glenn, US Army 

BREAD & WINE INTENTION 
The Bread & Wine for the week of 

September 13, 2026 
Is Offered In Loving Memory Of 

Joseph E.	Vincent
Requested by Barbara Vincent 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD,NJ

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTION
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of 

September 13,	2026
Burns in the Upper Church 

In Loving Memory Of 
Audrey E. Duffy 

Requested by The Zaccarria Family
 

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, 
and rich in compassion.

Psalm 103

WE DID IT!
I extend my deepest appreciation to our parishioners for
their generous response to the Annual Appeal.  Because of
your generosity and overwhelming response, the Parish has
surpassed its goal in paid pledges. This means that the
Parish will receive a 2% reduction in our parish assessment,
which is a savings of $25,049.  We will also get back 50% of
all monies received beyond our goal of $105,283.  Your
support of Saint Joseph Parish and those in need is a gift
beyond measure.  May God bless you for your kindness and
generosity!
  Father Christian

CATECHIST NEEDED
Our Religious Education Program is in need of a few more
catechists and co-catechists for the Sunday and Tuesday
classes. If you are a parishioner and would like to
volunteer, please contact us at religioused@sjcnj.org.
Thank you for prayerfully considering this request.

mailto:religioused@sjcnj.org
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

                 Perhaps it’s a bit of a throwback from when
I was in school, but I always feel that the days after
Labor Day weekend are the times when our life
rhythm starts becoming more regular.  For the most
part, many of us have returned from vacation, nearly
every school has begun a new academic year, our
Religious Education programs are beginning, sports
programs are gearing up, and we are moving ahead!
I hope everybody had a nice and relaxing summer.  If,
however, that wasn’t the case (unfortunately as we
all know, sometimes things happen and maybe our
summer wasn’t what we were hoping for), please
know that the Lord Jesus was with you during those
times of struggle, not just as a passive observer, but
as one Who was actively bestowing love and grace.
 
     This past Friday, we also marked the 25th
anniversary of September 11th and we entrust all
who died, all who mourn, and all who served with
heroic charity to God’s mercy.  Regardless of what
challenges we face as individuals or as a nation, the
Lord is truly with all of us and cares for us with a
profound love that can’t adequately be expressed in
words.  He watches out for us and He never
abandons us.  I feel this love not only through my
own prayer, but also in a beautiful way from our
community!  Our parish is filled with so many loving
individuals and families that are dedicated to our
Lord Jesus and show a tremendous amount of
kindness, generosity and warmth to others. It’s
inspirational!  Each weekend I can feel it and it is
very uplifting.  St. Joseph’s continues to be a
welcoming parish community and I am grateful to
serve as your pastor. 
 
     As a priest, I pray something called the “Liturgy of
the Hours” throughout the day, every day.  While
praying, especially in the morning and the evening
hours, I make it a point to keep our entire parish
community in prayer, that God will bestow His
healing and grace upon all of us and our families.
 
     Please know that each one of you is deeply loved
and appreciated. 
 
With prayer,
 
 				Fr. Christian

A note	from	Fr.	Christian

St. Joseph	Youth	Group	-	TARGET
Teen Activity Religious Group Entertaining and Terrific

Mark your Calendars.  Youth Group will meet Thursday,
September 24 for the new year in the Parish Life Center,
(located behind the lower school) from 7-9 Pm.  Open to all
High School Students. 
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SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ 

 

SEPTEMBER – 8 MONTHS
I am 18-19 inches long now! I weigh 4-5 pounds now and I am really gaining weight! My muscles and bones are fully
formed.  All my systems are fully developed, and my brain is really growing, although my lungs are immature. 
Just a few more weeks till everyone can meet me!  But right now, it’s just mommy and me.  I can even recognize my
mommy’s voice.
Please continue to pray this prayer daily for
the child you have spiritually adopted: “Lord
Jesus, Holy Mary, and St. Joseph, I love you
very much. I beg you to spare the life of the
unborn baby that I have spiritually adopted
who is in danger of abortion. Lord Jesus,
may your peace and your mercy embrace
the hearts, minds and souls of the family,
friends, and anyone who contemplates or
encourages this abortion. Lead them all to
conversion and to Your Sacred and
Eucharistic Heart.” Offer one Our Father and
one Hail Mary. Please pray! This baby is
counting on you. Contact
David/MaryFrances Bednarcik
respectlife@sjcnj.org if you have any
questions about our spiritual adoption
program, which will continue through
October (Respect Life Month). Through this
program we hope to build a culture of life.
Feel free to check for updates on the Saint
Joseph website, https://sjcnj.org/spiritual-
adoption-journey-2026 
 

Saint Joseph	Church	Oradell	-	New	Milford
Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Intercessor of	the	Unborn

To help stop the anti-life push in the world, the
Church encourages the spiritual adoption of an
unborn child. For 9 months, pray daily that one

particular but unknown child's life be spared from
abortion and	be	allowed	to	continue	to	live.

The name I wish to give my baby is:
_________________________________________________ 

 
Spiritual Adoption Date:______________________ 

"Lord Jesus, Holy Mary and St. Joseph, I love you very
much. I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby
that I have spiritually adopted who is in danger of

abortion. Lord Jesus, may your peace and your mercy
embrace the hearts, minds and souls of the family,

friends, and anyone who contemplates or encourages
this abortion. Lead them all to conversion and to Your
Sacred and Eucharistic Heart." Offer one Our Father
and one Hail Mary. Please pray! This baby is counting
on you. "Before I formed you in the womb, I knew

you." -Jeremiah 1:5
 

But when	He	who	had	set	me	apart	before	I	was	born,	and	who	called	me	by	His	grace.”	–	Galatians	1:15



“OCIA” (the	Order	of	Christian	Initiation	of	Adults)
is a process of welcome and exploration open to 
any adult, which prepares adults to receive the Sacraments
of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.  Please contact
Melinda at ocia@sjcnj.org for more information. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 

Growing in	Faith	and	Knowledge:	Excerpts	from	the	Compendium	of	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church
In this section of the bulletin, we highlight different teachings found in the Compendium, with the hope 
that it helps all of us to grow in basic knowledge of our faith, thereby leading us closer to Jesus! 

How is	the	liturgy	celebrated?
The celebration of the liturgy is interwoven with signs and symbols whose meaning is rooted in creation and in
human culture. It is determined by the events of the Old Testament and is fully revealed in the Person and work of
Christ.

From where	do	the	sacramental	signs	come?
Some come from created things (light, water, fire, bread, wine, oil); others come from social life (washing, anointing,
breaking of bread). Still others come from the history of salvation in the Old Covenant (the Passover rites, the
sacrifices, the laying on of hands, the consecrations). These signs, some of which are normative and unchangeable,
were taken up by Christ and are made the bearers of his saving and sanctifying action.

 Excerpts are taken from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church as found on: https://
www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html 

Father Christian celebrated a
Rite for Entrance into the
Catechumenate for Nathaniel
Rose as he prepares for full
initiation into the Church.
Please pray for him as he
embarks on his faith journey
which will culminate at the
Easter Vigil with Baptism, First
Eucharist, and Confirmation.
Nathaniel is pictured here with
Father Christian and OCIA
Director Melinda Rabbia. 

Connor Labozzetta and
Samantha Du attended the
Engaged couples’ mass at the
Cathedral Basilica in Newark
in August. They are pictured
here with Bishop Bismarck
Chau. 

Samantha came through our
OCIA program and was
baptized at the Easter Vigil.
Father Christian will celebrate
their nuptial mass in October.
Please continue to pray for all
our engaged couples.

Saint Joseph's	Prayer	Shawl	Ministry 
warmly welcomes those who know how to 
knit or crochet and wish to become new members. 
Please join us Wednesday, September 16 at the
Parish Life Center from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Current
members are reminded to bring any new work they
have to this meeting to be blessed and prayed over.
The prayers of the entire ministry go forward with
these gifts.  We hope the recipients will experience the
warmth of God's love when they use them. 
Our meetings will be from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on
the 3rd Wednesday of the month during this school
year.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT	GROUP
Thursday, September 24 - November 19

 When grieving the loss of a loved one, individuals may
feel overwhelmed and lonely.  Adapting to life after the
death of a loved one often takes more time than we
expect.  Saint Joseph Parish offers a Bereavement
Support Group led by parishioner John Fuhrman for
our brothers and sisters who have lost a loved one
through death. (Anyone interested, including
parishioners from other churches is welcome.) 
The purpose of the group is to provide opportunities
for mutual healing in a confidential, educational and
spiritual environment.  The group will meet for 8
weeks on Thursdays (7:00-9:00 pm) from September
24 through November 19 in the Retreat House (115
Grand St, Oradell, NJ, behind the Church). If you would
like to participate, or if you need more information,
please contact our Parish Secretary, Gerry at 
201-261-0148. 

 PARISH COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Volunteers are needed to help serve lunch at Eva’s Village,
located at 393 Main Street, in Paterson, NJ on Tuesdays -
September 22, October 20, November 24, and
December 22. Approximate time commitment is 11:00
am - 1:30 pm.  For more information, or if you are able to
help, please call Tom Kelly at 201-657-4352. 

mailto:ocia@sjcnj.org
mailto:ocia@sjcnj.org
mailto:ocia@sjcnj.org


       If you have celebrated a special event at our Parish
and would like to share a photo and caption to be added
to our bulletin, please reach out!  Bulletin
announcements should be sent to bulletin@sjcnj.org.  All
bulletin submissions for the SUNDAY, SEPT. 20 bulletin,
are due by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

Saint Joseph School seeks the following part-time
openings for the 2026-2027 school year:
Spanish Teacher for grades PreK-8.  Part time Spanish
teacher K-8, teach Spanish Language & Culture over 5
days.  Salary $30,600.  Send resume and supporting
documents to veldardid@sjsusa.org
Teacher Assistants for the PreK program.  2 Teacher
Assistants for immediate hire, Grade PreK3. Part time,
assist the teacher and work directly with students
Hours: 8.00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. Salary: $14,653. Please send
letter of interest and credentials to:veldardid@sjsusa.org
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Saint Joseph Parish Staff 
Parish Trustees………Mrs. Carol Winkler/Dr. FredFakharzadeh
Parish Pastoral Council President………David Bednarcik
Dir. of Religious Education ………Deacon George Montalvo
Sacraments Coordinator ………….Mrs. Arlene Kennedy
Director of Music ……………………..Mr. Monroe Quinn
Sacristan………………………………….Mr. Tom Moran

Youth Minister….……………………..Mrs. Janice Schneider
Facilities Director …………………....Mr. Tom Meli 
Business Manager ……………….…. .Mrs. Phyllis Vrola
Parish Secretary ……………………....Mrs. Geraldine Carolan
Principal of Saint Joseph School…Dr. Cynthia Celestine
Bulletin Editor………………………..…Mrs. Carleen Wagner 

To Support
OurMission 

 
 

 

Electronic Giving To View Our
Community Electronic/Online Giving is a convenientmethodofmakingyourSundayoffertoryto

 thechurch. For more information or to sign up,youcanvisit sjcnj.organdclickonthe 
Donate tab. 
If you are a current online giving user and you participate in the Increased Offertory
Program, you will need to log into your account and update your giving to reflect your
intention. You can also contact the parish office for more details. 

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ 

Calling all 8th graders! Experience Don Bosco’s
Ironman for a Day! 
Thursday, September 24 | 6:15–8:30 PM
Sunday, October 18 | 1:00–3:00 PM
Create your Admissions Portal and register for your visit
today at donboscoprep.org.
Immaculate Heart Academy will be hosting its 2026
Fall Open Houses on Sunday, October 18, from 11 a.m. -
2 p.m. and Thursday, October 22, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

The Knights of Columbus Hall located at 199 River
Road in New Milford is available for rental for parties
of all kinds.  Go to kofc3814.org and click on “HALL
RENTAL INFORMATION.”  To book or for additional
info, send an email to kofc3814@gmail.com 

1000 Strong	Rosary	For	Life
Tuesday, October 13, 2026 at 7:00 pm Eastern Time.
*October 13 is the 109  anniversary of the Miracle of the
Sun at Fatima.  Our goal is 1,000+ people praying in
Reparation for the Sin of Abortion and for Equal Rights
for Babies in the Womb.  Rosary will be led by priests
from all over New Jersey.  

th

Register at lifeneteducation.org/1000strong.  
Call-in number: 1-401-252-0031. Access Code: 759297# 

Click on the COMMUNITY tab in our parish website to
see photographs from some of the recent Parish special
events!  https://sjcnj.org/community
To submit photos, please contact Melinda at
webmaster@sjcnj.org.
 

The Third Saturday Recovery Mass is celebrated
monthly at the Church of St. Mary in Closter.  All are
welcome, including people in recovery, those still
struggling with addiction, families, friends and
supporters.  Mass begins at 12:00 noon, followed by a
Meeting of Hope and open speaker meeting at 1:15 p.m.
Fall dates are September 19, October 17, November 21
and December 19.  Visit FatherJimMcKenna.org for
information.

St. Joseph’s & Ascension K of C 2  Annualnd

Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 17

$45 / person from 6-10 PM
Advanced sales only by Oct. 10  th

Coogan Hall Knights of Columbus #3814
199 River Road, New Milford, NJ 07646

Call to reserve your spot.  Cash, check or zelle. 
council3814@gmail.com

Jo Planillo GK 201-316-3061
Tom Stephens DGK 201-394-1747
Frank DeBari PGK 201-739-8686
Bob Osterlof PGK 201-370-3404

Roy Williams Faithful Purser 201-815-1267
Join us for The Chosen at Saint	Joseph’s	Church

Beginning Tuesday, September 8 at 7:00 PM and
continuing every Tuesday thereafter from 7:00 PM to 8:00
PM, Saint Joseph’s Church will host screenings of The
Chosen on a large screen in Mary’s Chapel.  Each episode
will be followed by a brief discussion and fellowship.  All
are welcome!  We hope you’ll join us for this inspiring
series as we grow in faith together.  
Please fill out the flyer located in the church and drop it off
at the Rectory.   For more information contact Pamela at 
201-446-0319 or email pamelaprior55@outllok.com

mailto:veldardid@sjsusa.org
mailto:veldardid@sjsusa.org


Brady Financial, Inc.
Terence P. Brady

Branch Manager, LPL Financial 
Financial Advisor, LPL Financial 

21 Main Street, Suite 202, Hackensack, NJ 07601
201-996-1135 fax • 201-996-0316 office

terence.brady@lpl.com • www.lpl.com/terence.brady
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber

Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593
Serving the families of St. Joseph’s for over 40 years.

268 KINDERKAMACK ROAD, ORADELL, NJ  |  201-261-1088 |  INFO@VOLKLEBER.COM

CareRite Now at Select Inserra Supermarkets

Convenient healthcare
in your favorite supermarket!

www.newbridgehealth.org/carerite-now

New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

LIFE OR DEATH CAN BE
A MATTER OF MINUTES

But with the right training? You can make all the difference.

1-866-CPR-9593
healthforcetrainingcenter.com

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
FINE PAINTING • POWER WASHING

Since 1949
201-262-3004
201-280-5663

www.paragondecorators.com

TENAFLY DENTAL ASSOCIATES
2 DEAN DR., STE D
TENAFLY, NJ 07670

ORADELL DENTAL ASSOCIATES
800 KINDERKAMACK RD., STE 302N

ORADELL, NJ 07649

PRIMARY TEL: 201-871-4505

HONEST, ETHICAL DENTISTRY 
YOU CAN TRUST

- WE ACCEPT MOST PPO INSURANCE PLANS

- FREE CONSULTATIONS FOR PATIENTS WITHOUT INSURANCE

- AN IN-HOUSE MEMBERSHIP PLAN AVAILABLE FOR UNINSURED PATIENTS

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Joseph, New Milford, NJ	 04-0064

PROVIDENT BANK IS 

PROUD TO SUPPORT
Saint Joseph Roman 

Catholic Church

296 Kinderkamack Rd, Oradell, NJ 07649



Beaugard-McKnight Funeral Home
Family Owned and Operated Since 1951

(201) 262-5050 	 869 Kindermack Road • River Edge, NJ 07661

David J. McKnight
Owner/Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4766

John McKnight Jr.
Owner/Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3559

EVER-READY OIL Co, Inc.
A FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1935ERER

www.everreadyoil.com    (201) 343-4400

Heating & Air Conditioning
Boiler & Burner - Repair & Replacement

Installation • Service • Residential • Commercial
295 HUDSON STREET • HACKENSACK, NJ 07601

River Dell 
Flowers & Gifts

241 Kinderkamack Rd.
Oradell, NJ 07649
(201) 262-8118

Gifts of Faith for all Occasions

220 Boulevard - Hasbrouck Hts., NJ 07604
201-288-4373

www.thereligiousshoppe.com

JOSEPH V. MEYERS
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Certified Civil Trial Attorney 
Commercial Litigation • Personal Injury • Family Law 

Residential Real Estate • Commercial Real Estate
249 Madison Ave, River Edge • www.jmeyerslaw.net

Free Initial 
Consultation

201-488-2211

Pasquale & Damiano
(201) 265-9371

858 River Road, New Milford, NJ
www.romanpizzarestaurant.com

ROMAN PIZZA &  
RESTAURANT

Sun-Thu 10AM-10PM • Fri-Sat 11AM-11PM

10% OFF Your Order With This Ad

1151 River Road, New Milford, NJ 
www.boulevardfuneralhome.com • 201-692-0100
Michael W. Mittenzwei, CFSP, Manager - NJ Lic.# 3940

Funeral Home & Cremation Service

Auto – Home – Life
Long Term Care & Annuities
We Shop All Your Insurance
201-370-2999

STEVE & CAROL
 SAHAGIAN INSURANCE

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Joseph, New Milford, NJ	 04-0064

www.harveysappliance.com

The Appliances you 
need at the Prices 

You Want
690 River Road

New Milford, NJ 07646

(201) 262-6020

Armbruster Landscaping
Shrub Planting and Landscape Design
Paver Patios & Walks, Retaining Walls
Lawn Maintenance, Fertilization, Etc.

Weed & Insect Controls
St. Joseph’s Landscaper • Parish Member

201-967-1489
NJ Pesticide Certified • Insured

NJ Lic#13Vh00997800

Feel Strong, Move Better, Live Fully!

In-Home or My Private Gym (Emerson) Call Today!
Your New Path to Better Health.

Fitness for Adults • Athletes • Seniors

Bill Trimble M.S.
Fitness Coach

917-747-6885
@Trimfitnessnj
Trim-Fitness.com

Smiles Designed  
     Created by

Dr. Robert 
Martini

Emerson Dental 
Associates

COMPASSIONATE 
CARE

ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY

BEAUTIFUL, 
LASTING RESULTS

Scan to 
Schedule!

110 Kinderkamack Rd, Ste 2A 
Emerson, NJ 07630

EmersonDental.com

www.emersondental.com

(201) 262-3663

DENTAL IMPLANT 
SPECIALIST 

ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY

BEAUTIFUL, 
LASTING RESULTS

Residential
Commercial

Industrial

(201) 385-5263
251 Main Street,
New Milford, NJ 07646

Ron Layne
Derick Layne 
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	Perhaps it’s a bit of a throwback from when I was in school, but I always feel that the days after Labor Day weekend are the times when our life rhythm starts becoming more regular.  For the most part, many of us have returned from vacation, nearly every school has begun a new academic year, our Religious Education programs are beginning, sports programs are gearing up, and we are moving ahead!  I hope everybody had a nice and relaxing summer.  If, however, that wasn’t the case (unfortunately as we all know, sometimes things happen and maybe our summer wasn’t what we were hoping for), please know that the Lord Jesus was with you during those times of struggle, not just as a passive observer, but as one Who was actively bestowing love and grace.
	This past Friday, we also marked the 25th anniversary of September 11th and we entrust all who died, all who mourn, and all who served with heroic charity to God’s mercy.  Regardless of what challenges we face as individuals or as a nation, the Lord is truly with all of us and cares for us with a profound love that can’t adequately be expressed in words.  He watches out for us and He never abandons us.  I feel this love not only through my own prayer, but also in a beautiful way from our community!  Our parish is filled with so many loving individuals and families that are dedicated to our Lord Jesus and show a tremendous amount of kindness, generosity and warmth to others. It’s inspirational!  Each weekend I can feel it and it is very uplifting.  St. Joseph’s continues to be a welcoming parish community and I am grateful to serve as your pastor.
	As a priest, I pray something called the “Liturgy of the Hours” throughout the day, every day.  While praying, especially in the morning and the evening hours, I make it a point to keep our entire parish community in prayer, that God will bestow His healing and grace upon all of us and our families.
	Please know that each one of you is deeply loved and appreciated.
	With prayer,
	Fr. Christian
	St. Joseph Youth Group - TARGET
	Teen Activity Religious Group Entertaining and Terrific
	Mark your Calendars.  Youth Group will meet Thursday, September 24 for the new year in the Parish Life Center, (located behind the lower school) from 7-9 Pm.  Open to all High School Students.


	SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ
	SEPTEMBER – 8 MONTHS
	Growing in Faith and Knowledge: Excerpts from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
	In this section of the bulletin, we highlight different teachings found in the Compendium, with the hope
	that it helps all of us to grow in basic knowledge of our faith, thereby leading us closer to Jesus!

	How is the liturgy celebrated?
	The celebration of the liturgy is interwoven with signs and symbols whose meaning is rooted in creation and in human culture. It is determined by the events of the Old Testament and is fully revealed in the Person and work of Christ.

	From where do the sacramental signs come?
	Some come from created things (light, water, fire, bread, wine, oil); others come from social life (washing, anointing, breaking of bread). Still others come from the history of salvation in the Old Covenant (the Passover rites, the sacrifices, the laying on of hands, the consecrations). These signs, some of which are normative and unchangeable, were taken up by Christ and are made the bearers of his saving and sanctifying action.
	Excerpts are taken from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church as found on: https:// www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html

	Saint Joseph's Prayer Shawl Ministry
	warmly welcomes those who know how to
	knit or crochet and wish to become new members.
	Please join us Wednesday, September 16 at the Parish Life Center from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Current members are reminded to bring any new work they have to this meeting to be blessed and prayed over.  The prayers of the entire ministry go forward with these gifts.  We hope the recipients will experience the warmth of God's love when they use them.
	Our meetings will be from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of the month during this school year.  We look forward to seeing you there.
	Father Christian celebrated a Rite for Entrance into the Catechumenate for Nathaniel Rose as he prepares for full initiation into the Church. Please pray for him as he embarks on his faith journey which will culminate at the Easter Vigil with Baptism, First Eucharist, and Confirmation. Nathaniel is pictured here with Father Christian and OCIA Director Melinda Rabbia.


	BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
	Thursday, September 24 - November 19
	When grieving the loss of a loved one, individuals may feel overwhelmed and lonely.  Adapting to life after the death of a loved one often takes more time than we expect.  Saint Joseph Parish offers a Bereavement Support Group led by parishioner John Fuhrman for our brothers and sisters who have lost a loved one through death. (Anyone interested, including parishioners from other churches is welcome.)
	The purpose of the group is to provide opportunities for mutual healing in a confidential, educational and spiritual environment.  The group will meet for 8 weeks on Thursdays (7:00-9:00 pm) from September 24 through November 19 in the Retreat House (115 Grand St, Oradell, NJ, behind the Church). If you would like to participate, or if you need more information, please contact our Parish Secretary, Gerry at
	201-261-0148.
	Connor Labozzetta and Samantha Du attended the Engaged couples’ mass at the Cathedral Basilica in Newark in August. They are pictured here with Bishop Bismarck Chau.
	Samantha came through our OCIA program and was baptized at the Easter Vigil. Father Christian will celebrate their nuptial mass in October. Please continue to pray for all our engaged couples.
	PARISH COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY Volunteers are needed to help serve lunch at Eva’s Village, located at 393 Main Street, in Paterson, NJ on Tuesdays - September 22, October 20, November 24, and December 22. Approximate time commitment is 11:00 am - 1:30 pm.  For more information, or if you are able to help, please call Tom Kelly at 201-657-4352.

	“OCIA” (the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
	is a process of welcome and exploration open to
	any adult, which prepares adults to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.  Please contact Melinda at ocia@sjcnj.org for more information.
	SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH ORADELL/NEW MILFORD, NJ


	St. Joseph’s & Ascension K of C 2nd Annual
	Oktoberfest
	Saturday, October 17
	$45 / person from 6-10 PM
	Advanced sales only by Oct. 10th
	Coogan Hall Knights of Columbus #3814
	199 River Road, New Milford, NJ 07646
	Call to reserve your spot.  Cash, check or zelle.
	council3814@gmail.com
	Jo Planillo GK 201-316-3061
	Tom Stephens DGK 201-394-1747
	Frank DeBari PGK 201-739-8686
	Bob Osterlof PGK 201-370-3404
	Roy Williams Faithful Purser 201-815-1267


	1000 Strong Rosary For Life
	Tuesday, October 13, 2026 at 7:00 pm Eastern Time.
	*October 13 is the 109th anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun at Fatima.  Our goal is 1,000+ people praying in Reparation for the Sin of Abortion and for Equal Rights for Babies in the Womb.  Rosary will be led by priests from all over New Jersey.
	Register at lifeneteducation.org/1000strong.
	Call-in number: 1-401-252-0031. Access Code: 759297#
	Click on the COMMUNITY tab in our parish website to see photographs from some of the recent Parish special events!  https://sjcnj.org/community
	To submit photos, please contact Melinda at webmaster@sjcnj.org.
	If you have celebrated a special event at our Parish and would like to share a photo and caption to be added to our bulletin, please reach out!  Bulletin announcements should be sent to bulletin@sjcnj.org.  All bulletin submissions for the SUNDAY, SEPT. 20 bulletin, are due by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11.
	The Knights of Columbus Hall located at 199 River Road in New Milford is available for rental for parties of all kinds.  Go to kofc3814.org and click on “HALL RENTAL INFORMATION.”  To book or for additional info, send an email to kofc3814@gmail.com
	Saint Joseph School seeks the following part-time openings for the 2026-2027 school year:
	Spanish Teacher for grades PreK-8.  Part time Spanish teacher K-8, teach Spanish Language & Culture over 5 days.  Salary $30,600.  Send resume and supporting documents to veldardid@sjsusa.org
	Teacher Assistants for the PreK program.  2 Teacher Assistants for immediate hire, Grade PreK3. Part time, assist the teacher and work directly with students  Hours: 8.00 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. Salary: $14,653. Please send letter of interest and credentials to:veldardid@sjsusa.org

	Join us for The Chosen at Saint Joseph’s Church
	Beginning Tuesday, September 8 at 7:00 PM and continuing every Tuesday thereafter from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Saint Joseph’s Church will host screenings of The Chosen on a large screen in Mary’s Chapel.  Each episode will be followed by a brief discussion and fellowship.  All are welcome!  We hope you’ll join us for this inspiring series as we grow in faith together.
	Please fill out the flyer located in the church and drop it off at the Rectory.   For more information contact Pamela at
	201-446-0319 or email pamelaprior55@outllok.com
	The Third Saturday Recovery Mass is celebrated monthly at the Church of St. Mary in Closter.  All are welcome, including people in recovery, those still struggling with addiction, families, friends and supporters.  Mass begins at 12:00 noon, followed by a Meeting of Hope and open speaker meeting at 1:15 p.m. Fall dates are September 19, October 17, November 21 and December 19.  Visit FatherJimMcKenna.org for information.

	Calling all 8th graders! Experience Don Bosco’s Ironman for a Day!
	Thursday, September 24 | 6:15–8:30 PM
	Sunday, October 18 | 1:00–3:00 PM
	Create your Admissions Portal and register for your visit today at donboscoprep.org.
	Immaculate Heart Academy will be hosting its 2026 Fall Open Houses on Sunday, October 18, from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and Thursday, October 22, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

	Electronic Giving
	To Support OurMission
	To View Our Community
	Electronic/Online Giving is a convenientmethodofmakingyourSundayoffertoryto
	thechurch. For more information or to sign up,youcanvisit sjcnj.organdclickonthe
	Donate tab.
	If you are a current online giving user and you participate in the Increased Offertory Program, you will need to log into your account and update your giving to reflect your intention. You can also contact the parish office for more details.


	Saint Joseph Parish Staff

